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By: Andrew Cruse 
        Come with me back to a
simpler time, a time where you
could ride ten miles away on a
bike as a child without a care, a
time where the more color you
wore, the better. Let’s take a trip
back to the 1980’s and explore
the weird, wonderful world of
80’s films. 
        Trying to pick only one
movie from the 80’s is like trying
to guess which one of your crew
is The Thing. From Kubrick to
Cronenberg, from slasher horror
movies to family comedies, the
80’s was a very defining point in
cinema history, yet I was able to
pick one movie in particular:
Steven Spielberg's “Back to the
Future” 
 

        I’m fairly certain that most
people have seen this movie, so
my goal is to try to open your eyes
as to why this movie is so
significant.  
        The movie takes place in Hills
Valley, California in the the
modern day 1985. The main
character Marty Mcfly, played by
Michael J Fox, is a teenager in
high school who is friends with a
scientist named Dr. Emmett
Brown, played by Christopher
Lloyd, who invents a time
traveling car. During an
experiment of the machine,
Libyan terrorists attack marty and
Dr. Brown.   
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By: Oscar Wells 
        Okay, so here’s the deal.  What the heck
is up with the 80’s? I mean seriously, what is
this? Stereotyping teenagers into different
cliques and making them stick to the status
quo? Oh wait, that sounds pretty similar to
what happens nowadays, but that’s not
important. Back in the 80’s there were a ton
of different stereotypes that could apply to
almost every type of person.  The various
cliques in the 80’s were the Popular Groups,
the Jocks, the Nerds, Rappers, Skaters,
Losers, and Outcasts.  Going into depth on
each of these cliques would take a long
time, and if you know me I’m too lazy to do
that.  To be completely honest, I still see the
same cliques present in schools today, even
if the way they operate has changed over
time. Anyways, these cliques rarely ever
overlapped and almost always stuck to
themselves. Once you were part of a clique,
you would have to make a dramatic change
to be able to leave it. Sometimes you could
even be forced into a clique just because of
what people thought of you. What is that?
Forcing a lifestyle on somebody simply
because of society’s perception of them?
You gotta be kidding me. 

        But by the end of the eighties the MTV
scene had been overused and overlooked.
Artists started focusing more on their actual
music than ever before; who could create
music that would cause a rise out of people?
Smashmouth said it best in their hit song
“All Star”: “Only shooting stars break the
mold”. This revolution of music sparked the
beginning of the release of some of the most
controversial but innovative albums of all
time; Appetite for Destruction by Guns n’
Roses, The Black Album by Metallica, and
stemming from the end of the eighties,
Nevermind by Nirvana came out in 1991.  
        All in all, not only were the eighties a
great time for music, but a culturally
defining era that we still take pointers from
to this day.  Mr. Jackson sums it up best:
“Musically, the 80s were foundational for
both modern pop culture and modern
music culture.”  

OSCAR'S CORNER

By. Grace Dixon 
        The sixties first cast Rock n’ Roll in a
brighter, more mainstream light. The
seventies slowly started introducing classic
rock; AC/DC, Led Zeppelin etc. The eighties
took the rock that was already popular and
amplified it, made it bigger and better. It
took Rock n’ Roll to another level, adding
genres to rock when rock had previously
been one genre in itself.  
        Artists like Michael Jackson, Mӧtley
Crüe, Madonna , Phil Collins and Van Halen
defined some of the most popular music in
the eighties. Though vastly different, they
were united through the rock genre.  
        “The eighties were known for their
music. When you think of the eighties,
that’s the first thing you think of,” said
Rachel Lewchanin, a sophomore at GCA.. 
        When MTV was founded in 1981, it
changed the music game drastically.  
“The 1980s were all about the visual,” said
Kevin Jackson, the Dean of Students at
GCA. “For the first time, seeing an artist did
not have to mean that you saw them live
in concert on a tiny stage in a big stadium.
 You saw them at home, in your living
room, on your TV.  Over and over and over
again.  It now mattered less if you could
perform live; can you make a memorable
video?  For the first time, sonic artists had
to think about conveying their art visually
as well.” Musicians in the eighties had to
shift their main focus as musicians from
the quality of their live shows to the quality
of their music videos.  
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life in powerful ways. It has sparked her
passion for not only listening to great music,
but has inspired her to develop her own
career in singing.  
        O’Neal is currently in the Greenwood
Christian Academy chapel band as a singer.
Her life is forever changed from the 80’s
music and has shaped the amazing
sophomore girl that we all love.  
        “The 80’s bands are so carefree and
create a sense of individuality for me.
Watching them can be so liberating,” O’Neal
explains.  

By: Savvanah Frye 
        “How has music impacted my life? Well
music is my life. Music is so moving. Probably
the most moving out of any other art form. It
can make you cry and laugh."  For Rose
O’Neal, sophomore at Greenwood Christian
Academy. Music is more than a  
mere distraction. It has shaped Rose O’Neal’s 
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      Marty manages to escape by traveling
back in time to 1955. The rest of the movie
is spent in the 50’s as Marty and his friends
try to send him back to the future.   
        What makes this movie stand out so
much isn’t the cinematography, dialogue,
or plot for that matter. This movie, despite
it being a movie about time travel, is a
time capsule. This film manages to capture
everything that the 80’s was about, and
hold it in a timeless 110 minutes. It has
Huey Lewis, ideal teenager independent
attitude, romance, action, cheesy “80’s”
dialogue (you know the kind), time travel,
rock and roll, the ideal family, a happy
ending; this is what the 80’s was about.
This was “Back to the Future.” Overall I give
this movie 4 out of 4 John Cusacks. 
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