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By Grace Dixon 
     One of the most beautiful
and popular vacation
destinations in the world is Italy.
I traveled to with my family over
fall break and saw first hand why
the sun-backed Mediterranean
country is world-famous. Being
the fifth most visited country in
the world, Italy has a whopping
52.4 million tourists each year.  
One of the more scenic
destinations in Italy is the Amalfi
Coast. The Amalfi Coast is a
beautiful coastline in the
Province of Salerno. With its
pastel fishing villages, rugged
shoreline and beautiful scenery,
the coastline is a popular
vacation spot for Italians and
tourists alike.  
     “Amalfi is Italy's coast with the
most,” says famed travel writer 

Rick Steves. “The trip from
Sorrento to Salerno along the
breathtaking Amalfi Coast is one
of the world's great bus rides —
it'll leave your mouth open and
your camera's memory card full.”
In the cities along the coast you
can find authentic, rich Italian
food and shops with handmade
Italian gifts sold by the locals.  
Another place in Italy that is
frequently crawling with tourists
is Pompeii, an ancient Roman city
from 2,000 years ago that was
famously destroyed by Mount
Vesuvius in 79 A.D, a volcano still
active today. Originally, the
bodies of all of the people were
covered with ash from the
volcano that hardened over time. 
 
(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1)      
     When archaeologists dug up the bodies,
they discovered there were gaps in the rock
from the bodies left behind so they filled
them with plaster, so today, they have casts
of the locals’ bodies around the city, along
with bones and ancient houses from
Pompeians. It was fascinating, though
strange, to see up close the mummified
bodies of centuries-old Pompeiians frozen in
time. 
     One of the most Italian cities in all of Italy
is Naples. Close to Pompeii, this city is Italy
to the extreme. Instead of seeing tourists
everywhere, there’s rarely any tourists rome-
ing around and it’s chock full of locals. I was
entranced by the beautiful buildings built in
traditional Italian style, and adored the
delectable selection of authentic Italian
food.  
     Downtown Naples is a sight to behold.
The streets are small and the lanes are all
meshed together into a traffic mess that
makes it almost impossible to drive around.
The Naples National Archaeological Museum
has one of the biggest collections of ancient
Greek ruins in the world. I spent hours
gazing at the myriad mummies, roman
statues and paintings. 
    All in all, Italy is easily one of the best spots
to vacation in the world. Rick Steves sums it
up best by saying, “Beyond these famous
sights, though, Italy offers Europe's richest
culture. Traditions still live within a country
that is vibrant and fully modern. Go with an
eye open to both the Italy of the past and of
the present.”   

COASTING THROUGH

EUROPE: ITALY 

By Savvanah Frye 
     Cameron Northern is a junior board
member for Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project.  
“I first heard about Nyaka when I was six
years old. Jackson Kaguri, founder and
director of Nyaka, came to speak at my
church about his story, and the thought of
orphans needing help touched my heart. It
inspired me to fundraise to this amazing
organization,” junior board member
Cameron Northern said.  
     Nyaka helps orphans in Uganda, Africa
for their basic needs. “Nyaka AIDS Orphan
Project is a school in Uganda that provides
food and education and health care to
orphans whose parents died of aids,” 
Cameron organizes a fundraiser every year
for Nyaka. I have collected coins, made
crafts and sold them, asked people to
sponsor for a triathlon, had a kindergarten
class sponsor me, done a 100 for 100
campaign, which is me raising one
hundred dollars a day for the last hundred
days of the year,” Northern said. 
     Cameron visited Nyaka's Ugandan
location two summers ago. “I had wanted
to go since I was seven and it was a surreal
experience, and I knew that was where the
Lord wanted me someday. I loved on the
orphans and built friendships there that
summer.”   
     Cameron is excited to go back next
summer. Cameron is a perfect example of
a kingdom worker, and this was her
STORY.  
 

STORIES FROM THE HEART:

AN INTERVIEW WITH

CAMERON NORTHERN
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The "Farnese
Atlas" is a
marble

sculpture of
Atlas holding
the spheres

dating from the
2nd century.
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By Oscar Wells 

     Main and Madison, fittingly named for

being on the corner of Main Street and

Madison Street, is a coffee shop, bakery,

and delicatessen located in Franklin.  It

features a plethora of mouth-watering

breakfast and lunch options, so you’ll have

plenty of things to choose from every time

you visit.  The coffee they serve is

absolutely superb.  They use fresh coffee

grounds from coffee plantations around

the globe.  The atmosphere inside the

restaurant is very relaxing and laid-back.

 While waiting for your food, you can sink

into a large, comfy chair and enjoy some

smooth jazz or other such calming music.

 The staff are very welcoming and are

always willing to strike up a conversation.   

     Overall, Main and Madison is by far one

of the best cafes in all of Franklin and

arguably all of Johnson County.  Give it a

try if you’re in the downtown Franklin area.

You won’t regret it! 

THE COZIEST COFFEE

JOINT IN TOWN
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By Caleb Godbey 
     Every year GCA brings more “new”: New
gear, new programs, and of course, new
people. Mrs. Rich, geometry and Algebra II
teacher, is among the new staff this year.  
“I love most helping students have a sense of
accomplishment and achievement,” Mrs.
Rich explains, “and knowing that I’m helping
them in their future.” 
     What she loves best about GCA is being
able to have that personal connection with
her students and getting to share her faith
with them. “This is my first year teaching at a
Christian school,” Mrs.Rich points out, “and,
yeah, I totally appreciate the fact that I can
share my faith and that I can have that
special connection with my students and I
really appreciate that my son is here too and
can be loved on by the other teachers.” 
     Her favorite project was collecting data
with her Algebra II class on the height of her
students and their shadows then collecting
and using that data to measure the height
of the flagpole. “It’s a lot fun getting to take
the math and implement it into real life
scenarios.”  
     Her heart for students is evident in her
teaching, including her most important
lesson: “I want all my students to know, now
and later on, that I love them by showing
them grace and mercy but also by pushing
them to be the best they can be.”  
     I guess these calculations add to love. 

1 + 1 = LOVE:  

AN INTERVIEW WITH

MRS. RICHBy Oscar Wells 
     Have you ever been in love? It’s an
incredible thing really, you tend to see
everything through rose-tinted glasses and
you feel as if nothing can go wrong. It is
imperative, however, that you do not stay
in this state. I see so many people become
infatuated with someone or something
that they do nothing but devote all of their
time to that person or thing.  What most
people seem to think is that being in a
relationship solves a lot of your problems.
This is only half true, as relationships can
create as many problems as they relieve.
Love is much more than just caring deeply
about another person, it’s about putting
the well-being of that person at the front
of your mind at all times.  To truly love
someone is to love them the same way
that God loves us. 

OSCAR'S CORNER
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The Concept of Love

I was lost 

Like a flower in the desert 

Until the day I was found 

You found me when I was lost 

Brought me out of deep sand 

I was suffering, 

But you brought me close 

In times of failure, 

You kept me strong 

Because of you, I am where I am 

today 

I am no longer lost 

I am a flower in a garden 

You have kept me close, 

Since day one 

You keep me strong 

When times of trouble came 

You saved me 

And I thank you for that

Once Lost Now Found
By Eve Granitz
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By Andrew Cruse 

     The 2009 film “Fantastic Mr. Fox,” upon a

surface glance, appears to be a shallow and

awkward attempt of a movie adaptation of Roald

Dahl’s children's book, but then I went back years

later to rewatch a weird movie that seemed like

an eerie dream when I first experienced it.   

I first saw the movie when it was released in

2009. I would have been six years old then. I

couldn’t remember a thing from that movie, as if I

were under some sort of trance until leaving the

theatre. Now that I’ve rewatched the film, I’ve

figured it out: It’s Wes Anderson, the director. 

     The way Anderson shot that movie was so

enticing I couldn’t look away if I tried. Anderson

uses stop motion cinematography in this film.

The shots are themed with a yellow/orange

lighting contrasted with grey and black, and the

movie is shot in such a way that everything is

symmetrical. It never shows perspective from an

angle, like a landscape painting. With all of these

aspects of directing combined, you get an

experience that can only be compared to a

dream.  

     The movie is about a fox, played by George

Clooney, who is trying to provide for his family by

stealing food and cider from the three

neighboring farmers. While the plot is lacking,

this is to be expected from a children’s movie;

however, Anderson didn’t leave it at that. While

by definition this is a kids’ movie, the film has a

deeper more impactful side to it. As a kid, I saw a

silly cartoon about the fox, while now I see a

movie about Identity through a midlife crisis

while dealing with marital issues and being

accepted by one’s own father. The closest thing

I’ve ever seen to it is Nickelodeon's 1990’s show

“Rocko's Modern Life.” 

     Fantastic Mr. Fox is a cunning movie for

children and for kids on the inside, with an

incredible cast, crew, and director. It has

astonishing cinematography, excellent writing,

and a pretty catchy soundtrack. I give this movie

9/10. 

By Grace Dixon 
     There are many ways to celebrate
Thanksgiving, and in Indiana, there may be
more than you think. For example, you can
rent a cabin in Pokagon State Park and
have a nice, relaxing weekend with your
family. You can spend hours perusing their
Outlet Shoppes in Fremont and have a
homemade Thanksgiving dinner at the Inn.
     Or you could always go to Indiana’s
Christmas town, Santa Claus, Indiana, and
visit St. Nick and walk around the
picturesque little town. Family friendly
events around Indianapolis include the
Drumstick Dash. Choose the 2.75 mile
route or the 4.6 miles around downtown
Broad Ripple. You can also partake in the
festivities of the Indianapolis Symphony
Orchestra for the Circle of Lights Yuletide
Celebration, and the day after
Thanksgiving, you can join other Hoosiers
downtown to watch the lighting of the
Christmas Tree.  
     After Thanksgiving, you can visit the
Indianapolis Zoo for their Holiday Lights
event and various animals that enjoy the
cold, holiday refreshments, and a
scavenger hunt for hidden mistletoes
throughout the zoo. The Noblesville
Christmas Parade will be in full swing on
November 30th with a band and various
floats.  
     In the end, the best way to celebrate
Thanksgiving is with friends and family,
and if you have things to do and events to
go to, that just makes it even better.  
 

WHAT'S UP, INDY?

TURKEY EDITION
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RETHINKING  

"FANTASTIC MR. FOX"
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Word Search  

Goes Here
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Reed All About It!

Sophomore Isabella Reed won the Indy

Star Girls' Basketball Player of the Week for

her performance against Shortridge on

November 2nd. Reed had 31 points, 17

rebounds, 6 assists, 4 steals, and 1 block.

Reed won with 31,044 votes. 

Congratulations, Izzy!


