
Elementary PTF Minutes

August 24, 2017

3:30-4:30pm in room 210

27 were in attendance including 4 teachers (Mrs. Plowman, Mrs. Maze, Mrs. Murphy, & Mrs. Theaker)

1. Devotion and Prayer

-Katie Smith shared 1 Corinthians 13 

-Main point: -all love should be the motivation of all of our gifts with the end result being the 

building up of the body of believers- ...and that is our purpose and vision for the PTF- to love 

and build up teachers, staff, and students in the body of believers at GCA.

2. Meeting Expectation Shared 

-Start and end on time

-Be courteous and respectful

-Be patient- with each other and with the leadership team! This is a new year with many school 

wide changes. We want to do what we do well and it will take some time to establish a rhythm. 

-Stay focused and on task.  We will have an agenda to follow.

*New business items should be submitted 48 hours in advance (you can send an email to 

elementaryptf@gcak12.org)

3. Purpose and Goal of Elementary PTF

-encourage and uplift the teachers/staff at GCA

-encourage families to get involved and provide opportunities to do so

-Clapham said that parents are the “stakeholders” of GCA and we have a responsibility to 

protect our kids, school, and values ... we have the privilege to be involved

-We shared some feedback from the teachers, “As a staff member at GCA I want to thank you for ALL 

you are doing to keep PTF a support unit for staff and students.  It takes a village and PTF is a vital part of the 

village!”

4. We need volunteers! (over 60 parents signed the interest form at orientation!!!) We are appreciative 

and will need you...just be patient as we help you get plugged in. 

#1...our first big fundraising event is the Scholastic Book Fair (Sept 11-15)

- A link and more information will be sent out to families on Monday, Aug. 28 to sign up online 
by using Signupgenius.com.

-Book fair is held in school cafeteria and is open all week for anyone to purchase books. Each 

class will have a preview day to make a list of interested titles, then they will go back a second 

time to purchase items.  We will have 2 hours shifts and need 2 volunteers for each shift

-Grandparent’s Night is Thursday, Sept 14 and we will need volunteers to man the book fair that

evening as well

-You can help by collecting Box Tops. Cut them out, make sure they are not expired, and send 

them in to your child’s teacher each week.  Each class has a Box Tops parent that will be in 

charge of counting them and getting them ready to be sent off. Ask grandparents, friends, 

anyone to help collect them for GCA.  There will be two contests this year and the class who 

collects the most Box Tops will receive a special prize. 

-COMMUNICATION- The PTF Leadership Team is working with GCA administration and the 

Clapham Group to streamline our communication process. Currently, we use the GCA’s weekly 
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newsletter, social media, teacher’s email/newsletters, elementary PTF email, and these meetings

to communicate.  In the near future, our goal is to make PTF information accessible and 

available to you online (some discussions include: PTF website that is linked to the GCA 

website, PTF newsletter, create a PTF directory, and provide a list of PTF leadership team with 

their position, responsibly, and contact information)  

-FUNDRAISING was discussed. Katie shared that PTF will be communicating closely with 

GCA administration to make sure our efforts and both fruitful and are not in competition with 

the other fundraising efforts school wide.  It was discussed to have a larger more productive 

fundraiser rather than many littles one thought the year.  We asked you to start brainstorming 

fundraising ideas to share with PTF at the next meeting.

-We will not be doing the Coin Drive this year, but will be partnering with GCA in promoting 

and participation in the mission based, Feed the Need, project. A lot more information will 

come to us about that soon. 

-Notes of Encouragements- this is a group of parents who will write notes each month to the 

teachers and staff in order to build them up.  If you indicated “Notes of Encouragement” on 

your interest from at the beginning of the year, Amanda Sheets will be contacting you soon with

more information.  HOWEVER, all families are encourage to write notes and encourage your 

child’s teacher all year long. Not, just the at the end during the appreciation week.

-Restaurant Nights- a discussion was had concerning if it is work doing this fundraiser was 

beneficial and it was determined to have one in the fall and one in the spring.  It was also 

discussed to that convenience is a factor in going. Chic fil a and Dairy Queen were suggested to 

use. WE STILL NEED A co-chair to head up Restaurant Nights.  If you are interested or want 

more info, please email us at elementaryptf@gcak12.org. 

-Teacher Treats- it was discussed to have a group of parents that would be in charge of blessing 

our teachers with random small acts of kindness/treats...such as post-its, pens, bakes goods, etc. 

There are 11 teachers and 7 aides.  It may also include at times the specials teachers and 

administration.  More information will be sent out about starting this group. 

-Shop with Script- in this fundraiser, you can order gift cards (from hundreds of 

places/retail/restaurants/etc)  and a percent of your purchase is giving back to our PTF. It was 

determined that we need to gather more information to see if this is a beneficial fundraiser and 

if there is a better way to promote and facilitate it.  We will discuss this at a later meeting once 

more info is collected.

-Other volunteer opportunities available: Bulletin Board outside of teacher workroom. It was 

proposed that a group of parents work together to decorate and maintain that board (teacher 

appreciate,  teacher birthdays, etc)

-

-FOOD, FOOD, FOOD- teachers have expressed that they love food. So, we will be starting 

sign ups for blessing our teachers with meals, snacks, and bakes goods. A team will be formed 

to coordinate this. 

5. NEW ITEMS discussed:
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-Clubs were suggested by Staci Bierce...elementary clubs such as Bible Club, STEM Club, etc.  

Please be thinking of ideas on getting clubs started at GCA . If you are interested in this, let us 

know at elementaryptf@gcak12.org

- Other new fundraiser ideas presented: Christmas wreaths/poinsettias, Smentcils, pop tabs, 

Target Red Card rewards…

6. Sign-Ups that were made available:

-Box Tops: Co-Chair- Emily Copeland

-Restaurant Nights: Co-Chair- ______________still needed

-Events Photographer: Amber Napier & Dottie Watkins

-Book Fair Sign-Up Began: 11 spots are filled. Woot woot!  ____________30 spots still 

available. A link to sign up online will be sent out to elementary parents on Monday, August 28. 
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